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Contributors
Lewis Benson is no stranger to this publication since he is
a member of its Editorial Board and contributor of a principal
article in the Spring 1960 issue. A year ago he and his family
joined with two other families in forming the “Baring Street
Fellowship,” an intentional community in West Philadelphia,
as answer to “Christ’s call for a visible body of disciples sharing
in a common life, vision and testimony.” A printer by trade, his
uue vocation is that of studying early Quakerism and keeping
the Society of Friends informed of his discoveries. In the per
formance of this work he makes a very valuable contribution to
Quakerism. He attends the Powelton Friends Meeting. In 1954-
E5 he was a fellow at Woodbrooke and was later a lecturer at
both Woodbrooke and Pendle Hill. He is widely known for
his pamphlet Prophetic Quakerism, and a variety of articles.
Wilmer A. Cooper, chairman of the Quaker Theological
1)iscussion Group and Administrative Secretary of the newly-
formed Earlham School of Religion, is a member of the First
J”riends Meeting, Richmond. He received his first degree from
Wilmington College and graduate degrees from Haverford Col
lege, Yale Divinity School, and Vanderbilt University. For the
seven years preceding his joining the administration of Earlham
College he was administrative secretary of the Friends Commit
tee on National Legislation. He has traveled very widely in
Friends’ work in the United States and is thoroughly acquainted
with the variety of American Friends meetings. He and Emily
Haines Cooper are the parents of four children.
Chris Downing is welcomed with special enthusiasm to these
pages as the first woman to write a major article in Quaker Re
ligious Thought. Although most of the details of her life, she
states, “are more appropriate for a woman’s page feature than
for Quaker Religious Thought” (since she is the mother of five
children of whom the eldest is 8) she has yet found time and
energy to graduate with English honors from Swarthmore Col
lege, to work for more than a year with the Jungian psychoan
alyst Ira Progoff as research associate, and two years ago to enroll
as a graduate student at Drew University. She has now com
pleted all her work in this program except the doctoral thesis,
which deals with a phase of the thought of Martin Buber. Ger
man by birth, she came to this country as a child. She is a
member of the Summit, N. J., Friends Meeting, has written ar
ticles for Friends papers and has participated actively in Friends
conferences.40
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